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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
STATE EMPLOYEES RETI REMENT COWM SSI ON
MEDI CAL EXAM NI NG BOARD MEETI NG
DECEMBER 20, 2024
HELD VI A ZOOM

CONVENED AT 9:03 A M
Present (Via Zoom:
Sachi n Parekh, M D.
M chael Gerstenfeld, MD.
Pol eak So, M D.
Robert Hel fand, Retirenent Services Division
Hel ena Bartol onmeo, Retirenment Services Division
Nabi | Waheed, Retirenent Services Division

C ndy G eslak, Rose Kallor LLP
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(Proceedi ng commenced at 9:03 a. m)

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Decenber 20, 2024 neeting of
t he Medical Examining Board is nowin session. |, Dr. Sachin
Parekh wll serve as chairperson. Present are Dr. M chael
Gerstenfeld and Dr. Poleak So. Present fromthe Ofice of the
State Conptroller and Retirenent Services Division are staff
menbers Hel ena Bartol oneo, Robert Hel fand and Nabil e Waheed.
General counsel for the Retirenent Conmm ssion and Medi cal
Exam ning Board is Ci ndy G eslak.

| make a notion now to go into executive session and
request that the nenbers of the Retirenment Services Division and
General Counsel be allowed to remain. |Is there a second?

M5. CIESLAK: Dr. So, you're nuted.

DR. SO So, second.

M5. CIESLAK: Now | was nuted. Any discussion? There
bei ng none, all in favor, say aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

DR. SO  Aye.

CHAl RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any opposed say nay. The notion passes
unani nousl y.

What this nmeans for the applicants that we have on

here, 1'mgoing to place you back in the waiting room The
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doctors go into executive session to discuss your confidential
medi cal information, so that's not a public discussion, and then
anyone who is on reconsideration, we will invite in to nake a
statement. After the doctors have reviewed all of the records
provi ded, we will reenter public session, at which tine the
determ nations wll be made in our public session. And, it
could take a couple of hours, so please, you know, be patient
with us, and then we'll invite you back in once we enter public

session. Ckay?

(Executive Session from9:04 a.m to 10:50 a.m)

M5. CIESLAK: Dr. Parekh, you can proceed when you're
r eady.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board w || be nmaking
determ nati ons and voting on those determ nations, but would
like to rem nd nenbers that only the final vote will be given
today and not the reasons for the vote.

In sone instances there may not have been enough
nmedi cal information to nmake a determ nation, or perhaps a
non-servi ce connected disability is nore |likely a service
connected disability.

You may seek reconsideration of an initial denial.
You will receive the Board's witten determ nation within 2 to 4

weeks, which will provide you with that additional information.
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The Board votes to approve continued entitlenent for
Mari o Al varez.

DR SO So, second.

M5. ClIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The npotion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlement for Etheline Bissette.

DR SO So, second.

M5. ClIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. ClESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlenment for Denise Bystrek.

DR. SO So, second.

M5. CIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR. SO Aye.
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DR GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The nption passes.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlenment for Jacquel i ne Coonbs.

DR SO So, second.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAl RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR. SO  Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The nption passes unani nously.

CHAlI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to table the
application for continued entitlenent for Jason Deary.

DR SO So, second.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The nption passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlement for Stephen Gelinas.

DR SO So, second.

M5. ClIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being

none, all in favor, say aye.
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Aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR SO Aye.
DR CGERSTENFELD: Aye.

MS. Cl ESLAK:  The not

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
conti nued entitlement for Sanue
DR. SO

So, second.

M5. ClESLAK: Any fur

none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR. SO Aye.
DR CGERSTENFELD:
M5. Cl ESLAK: The not
CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
application for continued entit
DR SO

So, second.

M5. ClESLAK: Any fur

none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR. SO  Aye.
DR GERSTENFELD:
M5. Cl ESLAK: The not
CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
continued entitlenment for Kaish

DR SO So, second.

i on passes unani nously.
The Board votes to approve
| G anpoal o.

t her discussion?

Ther e bei ng

Aye.

Aye.

i on passes unani nously.
The Board votes to table the
| ement for Frank G nise.

t her di scussion? There being

Aye.

Aye.

i on passes unani nously.
The Board votes to approve

awda Hol | ey.
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none,

conti nued

none,

conti nued

none,

al |

al |

al |

M5. Cl ESLAK:
in a favor, say aye.
CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR SO Aye.

DR CGERSTENFELD:
MS. Cl ESLAK:

CHAlI RPERSON PAREKH:

Any further discussion?

Ther e bei ng

Aye.

Aye.

The notion passes unani nously.

The Board votes to approve

entitlenment for Sonia | barrondo.

DR. SO So, second.
MS. Cl ESLAK:
in a favor, say aye.
CHAlI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR SO Aye.

DR GERSTENFELD
M. Cl ESLAK:

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:

Any further discussion?

Ther e bei ng

Aye.

Aye.

The notion passes unani nously.

The Board votes to approve

entitlement for Allysan Johnson.

DR. SO So, second.
MS. Cl ESLAK:
in favor, say aye.
CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:
DR SO Aye.

DR GERSTENFELD
M. Cl ESLAK:

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:

Any further discussion?

Ther e bei ng

Aye.

Aye.

The notion passes unani nously.

The Board votes to deny conti nued
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entitlenment for Kristina Kaczorowski .

DR SO So, second.

M5. CIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. ClESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlement for Lee Cal dwell .

DR. SO So, second.

M5. CIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR CGERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. ClESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAlI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to table the
application for continued entitlenent for Stephanie M ddl eton.

DR. SO So, second.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M5. Cl ESLAK: The nption passes unani nmously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlement for WIIliam M haliak

DR SO So, second.

M5. ClIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAl RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The nption passes unani nously.

CHAlI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to table the
application for continued entitlenment for Charles Revere.

DR SO So, second.

M5. CIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR. GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. Cl ESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlenment for David Rodriguez.

DR SO So, second.

M5. ClIESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.
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DR. SO Aye.

DR GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. ClIESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlement for Lucien Vaillant.

DR. SO So, second.

M5. ClESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

CHAl RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR. SO Aye.

DR GERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. CIESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: The Board votes to approve
continued entitlenment pursuant to the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng of August 6, 2015 for the follow ng applicants:
Louis Arbelo, Jr., G useppe Bongi ovanni, Terry Bowens, Annette
Charl es-Victorin, Dennis O arke, Luman Col on, Judy Di on, Wanda
GQuzman- Si nko, Thonmas Jones, Tonya Keith-Wst, Susan Martin,
Henri Matos, Maribel N eves and M chael Sawka.

DR. SO So, second.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any further discussion? There being
none, all in favor, say aye.

M5. CIESLAK: The notion passes unani nously.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: | make a notion to adjourn the

nmeeting. |s there a second?

10
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DR. SO So, second.

M5. Cl ESLAK: Any discussion? Al in favor, say aye.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

DR SO Aye.

DR CGERSTENFELD: Aye.

M5. ClESLAK: W are adjourned. Thank you, everyone.
Happy hol i days.

CHAI RPERSON PAREKH: Thank you. Happy hol i days.

(Meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| certify that this docunent is a true and accurate
description of the proceedi ngs obtained fromthe recorded
neeting of the State of Connecticut State Enpl oyees Retirenent
Comm ssi on, Medi cal Exam ning Board on Decenber 20, 2024 to the

best of ny ability.

O&Qmi§¢7ﬁkéh2%%;

Vendy Malitsky
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 01                        STATE OF CONNECTICUT

 02                STATE EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT COMMISSION

 03                   MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD MEETING

 04      --------------------------------------------------------

 05                           DECEMBER 20, 2024

 06                            HELD VIA ZOOM

 07                        CONVENED AT 9:03 A.M.

 08      --------------------------------------------------------

 09  Present (Via Zoom):

 10  Sachin Parekh, M.D.

 11  Michael Gerstenfeld, M.D.

 12  Poleak So, M.D.

 13  Robert Helfand, Retirement Services Division

 14  Helena Bartolomeo, Retirement Services Division

 15  Nabil Waheed, Retirement Services Division

 16  Cindy Cieslak, Rose Kallor LLP

 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  

 23  

 24  

 25  
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 01  

 02                 (Proceeding commenced at 9:03 a.m.)

 03  

 04            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The December 20, 2024 meeting of

 05  the Medical Examining Board is now in session.  I, Dr. Sachin

 06  Parekh will serve as chairperson.  Present are Dr. Michael

 07  Gerstenfeld and Dr. Poleak So.  Present from the Office of the

 08  State Comptroller and Retirement Services Division are staff

 09  members Helena Bartolomeo, Robert Helfand and Nabile Waheed.

 10  General counsel for the Retirement Commission and Medical

 11  Examining Board is Cindy Cieslak.

 12            I make a motion now to go into executive session and

 13  request that the members of the Retirement Services Division and

 14  General Counsel be allowed to remain.  Is there a second?

 15            MS. CIESLAK:  Dr. So, you're muted.

 16            DR. SO:  So, second.

 17            MS. CIESLAK:  Now I was muted.  Any discussion?  There

 18  being none, all in favor, say aye.

 19            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 20            DR. SO:  Aye.

 21            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 22            MS. CIESLAK:  Any opposed say nay.  The motion passes

 23  unanimously.

 24            What this means for the applicants that we have on

 25  here, I'm going to place you back in the waiting room.  The
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 01  doctors go into executive session to discuss your confidential

 02  medical information, so that's not a public discussion, and then

 03  anyone who is on reconsideration, we will invite in to make a

 04  statement.  After the doctors have reviewed all of the records

 05  provided, we will reenter public session, at which time the

 06  determinations will be made in our public session.  And, it

 07  could take a couple of hours, so please, you know, be patient

 08  with us, and then we'll invite you back in once we enter public

 09  session.  Okay?

 10  

 11            (Executive Session from 9:04 a.m. to 10:50 a.m.)

 12  

 13            MS. CIESLAK:  Dr.  Parekh, you can proceed when you're

 14  ready.

 15            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board will be making

 16  determinations and voting on those determinations, but would

 17  like to remind members that only the final vote will be given

 18  today and not the reasons for the vote.

 19            In some instances there may not have been enough

 20  medical information to make a determination, or perhaps a

 21  non-service connected disability is more likely a service

 22  connected disability.

 23            You may seek reconsideration of an initial denial.

 24  You will receive the Board's written determination within 2 to 4

 25  weeks, which will provide you with that additional information.
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 01            The Board votes to approve continued entitlement for

 02  Mario Alvarez.

 03            DR. SO:  So, second.

 04            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 05  none, all in favor, say aye.

 06            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 07            DR. SO:  Aye.

 08            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 09            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 10            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 11  continued entitlement for Etheline Bissette.

 12            DR. SO:  So, second.

 13            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 14  none, all in favor, say aye.

 15            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 16            DR. SO:  Aye.

 17            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 18            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 19            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 20  continued entitlement for Denise Bystrek.

 21            DR. SO:  So, second.

 22            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 23  none, all in favor, say aye.

 24            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 25            DR. SO:  Aye.
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 01            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 02            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes.

 03            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 04  continued entitlement for Jacqueline Coombs.

 05            DR. SO:  So, second.

 06            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 07  none, all in favor, say aye.

 08            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 09            DR. SO:  Aye.

 10            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 11            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 12            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the

 13  application for continued entitlement for Jason Deary.

 14            DR. SO:  So, second.

 15            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 16  none, all in favor, say aye.

 17            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 18            DR. SO:  Aye.

 19            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 20            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 21            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 22  continued entitlement for Stephen Gelinas.

 23            DR. SO:  So, second.

 24            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 25  none, all in favor, say aye.
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 01            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 02            DR. SO:  Aye.

 03            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 04            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 05            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 06  continued entitlement for Samuel Gianpoalo.

 07            DR. SO:  So, second.

 08            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 09  none, all in favor, say aye.

 10            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 11            DR. SO:  Aye.

 12            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 13            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 14            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the

 15  application for continued entitlement for Frank Ginise.

 16            DR. SO:  So, second.

 17            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 18  none, all in favor, say aye.

 19            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 20            DR. SO:  Aye.

 21            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 22            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 23            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 24  continued entitlement for Kaishawda Holley.

 25            DR. SO:  So, second.
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 01            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 02  none, all in a favor, say aye.

 03            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 04            DR. SO:  Aye.

 05            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 06            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 07            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 08  continued entitlement for Sonia Ibarrondo.

 09            DR. SO:  So, second.

 10            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 11  none, all in a favor, say aye.

 12            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 13            DR. SO:  Aye.

 14            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 15            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 16            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 17  continued entitlement for Allysan Johnson.

 18            DR. SO:  So, second.

 19            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 20  none, all in favor, say aye.

 21            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 22            DR. SO:  Aye.

 23            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 24            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 25            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to deny continued
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 01  entitlement for Kristina Kaczorowski.

 02            DR. SO:  So, second.

 03            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 04  none, all in favor, say aye.

 05            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 06            DR. SO:  Aye.

 07            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 08            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 09            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 10  continued entitlement for Lee Caldwell.

 11            DR. SO:  So, second.

 12            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 13  none, all in favor, say aye.

 14            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 15            DR. SO:  Aye.

 16            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 17            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 18            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the

 19  application for continued entitlement for Stephanie Middleton.

 20            DR. SO:  So, second.

 21            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 22  none, all in favor, say aye.

 23            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 24            DR. SO:  Aye.

 25            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.
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 01            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 02            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 03  continued entitlement for William Mihaliak.

 04            DR. SO:  So, second.

 05            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 06  none, all in favor, say aye.

 07            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 08            DR. SO:  Aye.

 09            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 10            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 11            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the

 12  application for continued entitlement for Charles Revere.

 13            DR. SO:  So, second.

 14            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 15  none, all in favor, say aye.

 16            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 17            DR. SO:  Aye.

 18            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 19            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 20            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 21  continued entitlement for David Rodriguez.

 22            DR. SO:  So, second.

 23            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 24  none, all in favor, say aye.

 25            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.
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 01            DR. SO:  Aye.

 02            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 03            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 04            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 05  continued entitlement for Lucien Vaillant.

 06            DR. SO:  So, second.

 07            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 08  none, all in favor, say aye.

 09            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 10            DR. SO:  Aye.

 11            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 12            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 13            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve

 14  continued entitlement pursuant to the Memorandum of

 15  Understanding of August 6, 2015 for the following applicants:

 16  Louis Arbelo, Jr., Giuseppe Bongiovanni, Terry Bowens, Annette

 17  Charles-Victorin, Dennis Clarke, Luman Colon, Judy Dion, Wanda

 18  Guzman-Sinko, Thomas Jones, Tonya Keith-West, Susan Martin,

 19  Henri Matos, Maribel Nieves and Michael Sawka.

 20            DR. SO:  So, second.

 21            MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being

 22  none, all in favor, say aye.

 23            MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.

 24            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  I make a motion to adjourn the

 25  meeting.  Is there a second?
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 01            DR. SO:  So, second.

 02            MS. CIESLAK:  Any discussion?  All in favor, say aye.

 03            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.

 04            DR. SO:  Aye.

 05            DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.

 06            MS. CIESLAK:  We are adjourned.  Thank you, everyone.

 07  Happy holidays.

 08            CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Thank you.  Happy holidays.

 09            (Meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m.)

 10  

 11  

 12  
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 14  

 15  

 16  

 17  

 18  

 19  
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 21  
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 23  

 24  

 25  
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 01                           CERTIFICATE

 02  

 03          I certify that this document is a true and accurate

 04  description of the proceedings obtained from the recorded

 05  meeting of the State of Connecticut State Employees Retirement

 06  Commission, Medical Examining Board on December 20, 2024 to the

 07  best of my ability.

 08  

 09  

 10                                    Wendy Malitsky

 11  
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 15  
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 17  

 18  

 19  

 20  

 21  

 22  
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      1



      2                  (Proceeding commenced at 9:03 a.m.)



      3



      4             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The December 20, 2024 meeting of



      5   the Medical Examining Board is now in session.  I, Dr. Sachin



      6   Parekh will serve as chairperson.  Present are Dr. Michael



      7   Gerstenfeld and Dr. Poleak So.  Present from the Office of the



      8   State Comptroller and Retirement Services Division are staff



      9   members Helena Bartolomeo, Robert Helfand and Nabile Waheed.



     10   General counsel for the Retirement Commission and Medical



     11   Examining Board is Cindy Cieslak.



     12             I make a motion now to go into executive session and



     13   request that the members of the Retirement Services Division and



     14   General Counsel be allowed to remain.  Is there a second?



     15             MS. CIESLAK:  Dr. So, you're muted.



     16             DR. SO:  So, second.



     17             MS. CIESLAK:  Now I was muted.  Any discussion?  There



     18   being none, all in favor, say aye.



     19             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     20             DR. SO:  Aye.



     21             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     22             MS. CIESLAK:  Any opposed say nay.  The motion passes



     23   unanimously.



     24             What this means for the applicants that we have on



     25   here, I'm going to place you back in the waiting room.  The
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      1   doctors go into executive session to discuss your confidential



      2   medical information, so that's not a public discussion, and then



      3   anyone who is on reconsideration, we will invite in to make a



      4   statement.  After the doctors have reviewed all of the records



      5   provided, we will reenter public session, at which time the



      6   determinations will be made in our public session.  And, it



      7   could take a couple of hours, so please, you know, be patient



      8   with us, and then we'll invite you back in once we enter public



      9   session.  Okay?



     10



     11             (Executive Session from 9:04 a.m. to 10:50 a.m.)



     12



     13             MS. CIESLAK:  Dr.  Parekh, you can proceed when you're



     14   ready.



     15             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board will be making



     16   determinations and voting on those determinations, but would



     17   like to remind members that only the final vote will be given



     18   today and not the reasons for the vote.



     19             In some instances there may not have been enough



     20   medical information to make a determination, or perhaps a



     21   non-service connected disability is more likely a service



     22   connected disability.



     23             You may seek reconsideration of an initial denial.



     24   You will receive the Board's written determination within 2 to 4



     25   weeks, which will provide you with that additional information.
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      1             The Board votes to approve continued entitlement for



      2   Mario Alvarez.



      3             DR. SO:  So, second.



      4             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      5   none, all in favor, say aye.



      6             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      7             DR. SO:  Aye.



      8             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      9             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     10             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     11   continued entitlement for Etheline Bissette.



     12             DR. SO:  So, second.



     13             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     14   none, all in favor, say aye.



     15             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     16             DR. SO:  Aye.



     17             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     18             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     19             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     20   continued entitlement for Denise Bystrek.



     21             DR. SO:  So, second.



     22             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     23   none, all in favor, say aye.



     24             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     25             DR. SO:  Aye.
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      1             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      2             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes.



      3             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



      4   continued entitlement for Jacqueline Coombs.



      5             DR. SO:  So, second.



      6             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      7   none, all in favor, say aye.



      8             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      9             DR. SO:  Aye.



     10             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     11             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     12             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the



     13   application for continued entitlement for Jason Deary.



     14             DR. SO:  So, second.



     15             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     16   none, all in favor, say aye.



     17             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     18             DR. SO:  Aye.



     19             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     20             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     21             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     22   continued entitlement for Stephen Gelinas.



     23             DR. SO:  So, second.



     24             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     25   none, all in favor, say aye.
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      1             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      2             DR. SO:  Aye.



      3             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      4             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



      5             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



      6   continued entitlement for Samuel Gianpoalo.



      7             DR. SO:  So, second.



      8             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      9   none, all in favor, say aye.



     10             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     11             DR. SO:  Aye.



     12             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     13             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     14             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the



     15   application for continued entitlement for Frank Ginise.



     16             DR. SO:  So, second.



     17             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     18   none, all in favor, say aye.



     19             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     20             DR. SO:  Aye.



     21             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     22             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     23             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     24   continued entitlement for Kaishawda Holley.



     25             DR. SO:  So, second.

�



                                                                          7





      1             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      2   none, all in a favor, say aye.



      3             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      4             DR. SO:  Aye.



      5             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      6             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



      7             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



      8   continued entitlement for Sonia Ibarrondo.



      9             DR. SO:  So, second.



     10             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     11   none, all in a favor, say aye.



     12             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     13             DR. SO:  Aye.



     14             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     15             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     16             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     17   continued entitlement for Allysan Johnson.



     18             DR. SO:  So, second.



     19             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     20   none, all in favor, say aye.



     21             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     22             DR. SO:  Aye.



     23             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     24             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     25             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to deny continued
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      1   entitlement for Kristina Kaczorowski.



      2             DR. SO:  So, second.



      3             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      4   none, all in favor, say aye.



      5             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      6             DR. SO:  Aye.



      7             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      8             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



      9             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     10   continued entitlement for Lee Caldwell.



     11             DR. SO:  So, second.



     12             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     13   none, all in favor, say aye.



     14             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     15             DR. SO:  Aye.



     16             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     17             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     18             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the



     19   application for continued entitlement for Stephanie Middleton.



     20             DR. SO:  So, second.



     21             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     22   none, all in favor, say aye.



     23             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     24             DR. SO:  Aye.



     25             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.
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      1             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



      2             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



      3   continued entitlement for William Mihaliak.



      4             DR. SO:  So, second.



      5             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      6   none, all in favor, say aye.



      7             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      8             DR. SO:  Aye.



      9             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     10             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     11             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to table the



     12   application for continued entitlement for Charles Revere.



     13             DR. SO:  So, second.



     14             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     15   none, all in favor, say aye.



     16             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     17             DR. SO:  Aye.



     18             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     19             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     20             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     21   continued entitlement for David Rodriguez.



     22             DR. SO:  So, second.



     23             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     24   none, all in favor, say aye.



     25             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.
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      1             DR. SO:  Aye.



      2             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      3             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



      4             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



      5   continued entitlement for Lucien Vaillant.



      6             DR. SO:  So, second.



      7             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



      8   none, all in favor, say aye.



      9             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



     10             DR. SO:  Aye.



     11             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



     12             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     13             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  The Board votes to approve



     14   continued entitlement pursuant to the Memorandum of



     15   Understanding of August 6, 2015 for the following applicants:



     16   Louis Arbelo, Jr., Giuseppe Bongiovanni, Terry Bowens, Annette



     17   Charles-Victorin, Dennis Clarke, Luman Colon, Judy Dion, Wanda



     18   Guzman-Sinko, Thomas Jones, Tonya Keith-West, Susan Martin,



     19   Henri Matos, Maribel Nieves and Michael Sawka.



     20             DR. SO:  So, second.



     21             MS. CIESLAK:  Any further discussion?  There being



     22   none, all in favor, say aye.



     23             MS. CIESLAK:  The motion passes unanimously.



     24             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  I make a motion to adjourn the



     25   meeting.  Is there a second?
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      1             DR. SO:  So, second.



      2             MS. CIESLAK:  Any discussion?  All in favor, say aye.



      3             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Aye.



      4             DR. SO:  Aye.



      5             DR. GERSTENFELD:  Aye.



      6             MS. CIESLAK:  We are adjourned.  Thank you, everyone.



      7   Happy holidays.



      8             CHAIRPERSON PAREKH:  Thank you.  Happy holidays.



      9             (Meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m.)
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